Eoin Cosisilio

Foin Costelle’s enthusiasm
for the internet is so strong,
that not only has he closed the
daors of his bricks and
moriar jewellery stors {o fake
the business ontine, but he
has simultancously launched
the School and University
internet Awards with £16.004
in prize money.

This is not Coestelle’s frst

act of philanthropy, In 1996,
ke iroduced Costella Jew-
ellers Stadent of the Year
Award, and organised Scrap
Giold Week inviting the pub-
bic to donate old jewellery o
be melted down in aid of 5t
Yincent de Faul,

F was always looking for
wiays (0 pdd another dimen-
ston to our business,”” Cost-
efie said. “I have o holistic
appreoach to things, I love the
Crunker philosophy where
you can do goed hmme&s angd
henefit the connnu
muftanepusiv.””

ideais to

He had never envisioned
himself in the jewellery busi-
ness, After graduating from
Trinity College with o degree
in business, he headed to
London where he worked as a
stockbroker before moving
into fund management.

** was always boping
somebody was going fo walk
into the office with a fantastic
idea and I'd say yes, 'l have
58 per cent of that and go inte
business that way,”” he said.
**But, all that ever happened
was peeple came in who had
tuken guie simple ideas and

‘I was always looking to add another dimension {0 cur business

worked hard, After five
years, I reslised thai no one
was going {0 come in and
invite me on hoard as mana-
ging direcior.”’

When his father proposed
the jewellery partnership,
Costello realised that the
sirple idea was right in front
of him.

After seven vears working
at the shep in Corpelscourt,
he decided to take the busi-
ness enlirely online, Closing
the shop meant ihe end of his
twe conununily projects, so
he took ing ion from {he

onlin

o
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Young Scienlisis competition
and founded the internet
awards in keeping with his
business strategy and social
conscience.

*'The big disadvantage that
is going to come in the neyt
cougde of years Is nof so much
poing to be financisl, between
the rich and the poor, hut
going 1o be helween people
who know how io use in-
formation technology and are
comforiable with it and those
whao aven’t.”
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